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More than the law is violated by massive 
marijuana grows like the ones found in 
the rugged terrain around Silver City last 
week.

Members of the law enforcement agencies 
responsible for fi nding 7,345 plants 
valued at nearly $14.7 million say 
that such use of the land also 
violates the public’s right to enjoy 
pristine lands and their safety when 
doing so.

“These people are destroying 
our public lands, and we’re seeing 
this throughout the entire West,” 
Owyhee County Sheriff Gary 
Aman said.

“It puts legal users of the land 
at risk.”

Aman, who led off a press conference 
Thursday at the Idaho State Police Region 3 
headquarters in Meridian, spoke of violence 
associated with marijuana grows on public 

land in places like California. But he 
obviously was upset that people had come 
into his county and laid down roots for an 
illegal drug trade.

“We want people to call us and tell us 
when they see something out of 
the ordinary, but these people (the 
growers) have no conscience when 
it comes to the destruction of our 
lands.

“I know that’s a big issue with 
the Bureau of Land Management 
also, but this was in my backyard, 
too. We’re going to do everything 
we can to keep arresting people and 
taking bad guys off the streets.”

Loren Good, the special agent 
in charge of BLM law enforcement, echoed 
Aman’s sentiment about the scarring of the 
land by marijuana grows. He cautioned folks 

Rugged area can’t hide pot
Offi cials: People who fi nd illicit fi elds should get out quickly, make report

Millions in marijuana uncovered

Thousands of  plants hauled from Silver City area grows
Members of the multi-agency task force that raided two marijuana grows south of Murphy load up part of the nearly 7,400 plants 

uprooted from illegal gardens around Scotch Bob and Stobie creeks. Staff photo

Bust by the numbers
$14,690,000 

Value of plants found

7,345
Number of plants found

4,000
Approximate yield, in 

pounds, of seized grows

Seven
Agencies involved

35
Agency personnel on ground

Top two
Where Wednesday’s fi nd 

ranks among Owyhee County 
raids in the past three decades

J. Santoyo-Villa

‘Capital for a 
Day’ program 
comes to town

Homedale will be the center of 
state government for a few hours 
Monday.

Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” 
Otter and several government 
department heads will hear from 
all walks of life during “Capital 

Otter
to visit 
Monday

Beginn ing  Monday,  the 
Homedale Magistrate Court 
will be closed on Mondays and 
Fridays.

Because of Owyhee County 
budget constraints, the court at 
31 W. Wyoming Ave., will be 
open only three days a week 
— Tuesday throughThursday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The offi ce 
is closed from noon to 1 p.m. to 
for lunch.

Any court business on Monday 
or Friday will be handled through 
the Owyhee County Courthouse 
in Murphy. The court can be 
contacted for information at 208-
495-2806 or 208-337-5522.

New court 
hours start 
next week

–– See Otter, page 4A
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County garden 
club honors top 
green thumbs

The  Owyhee  Gardene r s 
recognized those responsible for 
the best gardens in the area this 
month with its Good Neighbor 
award. Winners came from both 
Homedale and Marsing. Each 
winner took home a plaque 
touting their triumph and a sign 
for their home to declare their 
winning status.

Mary Lootens of 5204 Edison 
Road, tied with Roy and Jeanette 
Graybeal of 508 Morning Dove for 
the residence award in Marsing.

The Orchard House restaurant, 
located next to the Sunnyslope 
Market on Idaho highway 55, won 
among Marsing businesses with 
many words of praise from the 
board at the presentation.

Homedale winners included 
the “hidden garden” of Sharon 
Frost and Judy Hanson of 24378 
Sweetwater Road, Homedale. 
The Owyhee Gardeners described 
the site as a treasure. Frost and 
Hanson have added walking 
paths, arbors with trumpet vines, 
benches, birdhouses and feeders, 
an orchard and a rose garden.

Bok and Yung Ho Park of 516 N. 
2nd St. W., in Homedale were also 
honored. The couple, who moved 
to the United States from Korea, 
“sculpted … ordinary bushes 
into beautiful show-pieces,” the 

Gardeners said in a press release. 
The garden is ornamented with 
a fi shpond, complete with large 
koi, arbors covered with different 
fl owering vines and “a beautiful 
vegetable garden.” 

A special Honorable Mention 
went to the Boks’ neighbors, 
Wade and Marie Nichols of 519 
N. 2nd St. W., in Homedale.

Wade, 92 and Marie, 87, have 
been married for 69 years.

“They s t i l l  main ta in  an 
immaculate yard,” the Owyhee 
Gardeners reported. “(Their) 
garden and the i r  home is 
beautiful. Everything is manicured; 
beautiful fl owers, geraniums that 
Marie saves from year to year, 
a garden with no weeds, planter 
boxes — every inch of space has 
been used.

“This couple was not interested 
in a plaque, but we really wanted 
to honor their beautiful garden, so 
we insisted that they be our 
Honorable Mention choice.”

Homedale’s Dairyland Seed Co. 
Inc., located at 504 W. Idaho Ave., 
took the honors in the business 
category for its landscaping 
efforts. 

Anyone with an interest in 
gardening may reach the Owyhee 
Gardeners’ president, Sharon 
McIlveen, at 896-5474.

The Gardeners formerly met 
as the Owyhee Garden Club. 
The club still meets monthly at 
the University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension Office in 
Marsing.

— MML

Sharon Frost built her home on Sweetwater 
Road 27 years ago. It is located on the site of an 
older orchard, and the two acres still support rows 
of fruit trees, and much more.

“Each year you just add a little more to it,” 
she said. “And you contain the weeds as best 
you can.”

Frost and Judy Hanson both have certifi ably 
green thumbs. The yard behind the trim two-
story home is a combination of neatly-mown 
grassy pathways, arbors thick with trumpet 
vines, benches, stretches of natural (if carefully 
chosen) bushes and plants, a cluster of birches and 
a grove of pines; U.S. Forest Service seedlings 
planted over two decades ago and now providing 
shade and home to numerous birds, four resident 
squirrels and an owl. Two trees — a peach and 
a plum — are originals from the days when the 
land was an operating orchard. A rose garden runs 
along the west wall of the house, providing shade 
and fl owers as well.

With better than a dozen fruit trees, each a 
different variety, Frost and Hanson have all the 
fruit they can handle in the fall, and share it with 
coworkers and neighbors.

The garden is at its best in spring and fall, 
Frost said.

“We tried to do a lot of spring and fall colors,” 

she explained. Even in September, golds and reds 
are beginning to dominate and provide highlights 
among the green.

Despite its size and beauty, the garden takes 
only a few hours per week to keep in shape, now 
that it’s well established, Frost said.

What was the inspiration for the garden?
“Judy and I like to get outdoors, and birds, and 

doing things that would bring the wildlife in,” she 
said. “Also, it keeps it nice for the neighbors.”

Why garden at all?
“So we can get outside — so we don’t have to 

stay in the house. The smell of burning leaves, the 
vegetables and fruit,” she explained. “Part of it, 
too, is because the neighbors enjoy seeing it.” 

Having a gardener neighbor, she said, helps 
everyone fi nd the enthusiasm to do their own 
projects.

Is gardening a lost art?
“Sometimes I think so. Sometimes I see some 

houses … I’m appalled that people can live with 
that much non-respect for their neighbors,” she 
said.

Thanks to Frost and Hanson, their neighbors 
on Sweetwater don’t have to wonder the same 
thing.

— MML

Gardener spotlight: 
Sharon Frost and Judy Hanson

A garden for the seasons
Sharon Frost shows off the wonders of her two-acre garden, winner of one of the Owyhee 

Gardeners Good Neighbor Awards this year. Frost, along with Judy Hanson, has worked on the 
garden steadily to bring it to the state it enjoys today.

Spurring neighborhood earns 
pair a Good Neighbor Award

Jeff Bayes

Complete Tree Service

Thinning
Dead Wooding
Directional Pruning
Tree & Stump Removal

Call for a free estimate!

Businesses, 
residents cited 

for eye-catching 
landscapes

Fruit 
for all

Sharon Frost 
points  to  frui t 
trees in her award-
w i n n i n g  y a rd . 
Homedale resi-
dents Frost and 
Judy Hanson have 
more than a dozen 
fruit trees on their 
property on Sweet-
water Road.
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LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER 

ALL CUSTOM WHEELS 
 20 INCHES OR  LARGER!

20”-22”-24”

FOR BETTER
HANDLING AND  
TIRE MILEAGE

VVEHICCLE WWANNDERRRINNGG? TTIRRE SSHOUULLDER WEAR?

 Stop in to your nearest  
Les Schwab Tire Center for a copy 

 of the 2008 Wheel brochure!

STANDARD
ALIGNMENT

THRUST
ALIGNMENT

4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT
(SHIMS INCLUDED)

Then it is time to have your vehicle’s alignment checked. We use the finest parts 
and have the latest equipment. We service domestic/import cars and trucks. 

LES SCHWAB  
REVOLVING CREDIT PLAN

  

OR CHOOSE  90 DAYS 
SAME AS CASH O.A.C.

 

!RR!R!

THIS IS JUST A SMALL SAMPLE  
OF THE STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

Limited to inventory on hand.  
Sale good through October 31, 2008. 
Ask your salesperson for more details

Cheeseburgers, fries, shakes and 
chicken fi ngers were the rewards 
for the top-selling students after 
the fi rst round of the Homedale 
Middle School magazine and 
newspaper subscription drive.

Sixteen students from nine 
classes and three grade levels 
were treated to a limousine ride 
for lunch at the Homedale Drive-
In on Wednesday.

The fi rst eight students were 
sixth- and seventh-graders and 
they were accompanied by 
chaperone Kelly Schamber.

The second group, which 
included fi fth- and sixth-graders, 
was accompanied by JoAnn 
Morris.

Morris and Schamber qualifi ed 
to accompany the students 
because their classes sold the 
most subscriptions during the 

fi rst phase of the drive. The HMS 
fundraiser ended Tuesday, and the 
annual event will conclude with 
hamster races today.

The students that went on the 
limo lunch run included, with 
teacher’s name:

•  M o r r i s ,  f i f t h  g r a d e 
— Michael Lejardi, Sage Morgan 

and Lauryn Robinson
• Wayne Skeen, fi fth grade 

— Austin Burton and Nash 
Johnson

• David Hann, sixth grade 
— James Drees and Victoria 
Nash

• Judy Skeen, seventh grade 
— Megan Bettleyon

• Bev Bauer, seventh grade 
— Shelby Lee

• Kelly Schamber, sixth grade 
— Kellie Barraza, Michelle Castro 
and Kyler Landa

• Craig Pentecost, fi fth grade 
— Devon Schoonover

• Mark Boothby, seventh 
grade — Juliana Hart

• Lesa Folwell, sixth grade 
— Carlie Purdom

• Pat Warren, sixth grade 
— Ismael Fernandez 

Randy Fowler of Rod’s Limos 
provided the transportation. Fowler 
said he has been chauffeuring the 
middle school’s best sellers for 
about four years.

Magazine drive winners lunch in luxury
Homedale Middle School students who sold the most subscriptions of magazines and The Owyhee Avalanche during the fi rst collection period were treated to lunch by limousine 

Wednesday. Left: Back row, from left, Fowler, fi fth-graders Austin Burton, Ismael Fernandez, Michael Lejardi, chaperone JoAnn Morris; middle row, from left, fi fth-grader Devon 
Schoonover and sixth-grader Carlie Purdom; front row, from left, fi fth-graders Nash Johnson, Sage Morgan and Lauryn Robinson. Right: From left: Limousine driver Randy 
Fowler, chaperone Kelly Schamber, seventh-graders Juliana Hart, Shelby Lee, Megan Bettleyon, sixth-graders James Drees, Michelle Castro, Victoria Nash, Kyler Landa and 
Kellie Barraza.

First batch of  HMS top sellers ride to chow in style

Last 
call for 
calendar 
photos

The Owyhee Avalanche is 
issuing a fi nal call for photography 
submissions for the newspaper’s 
2009 calendar.

You can help capture the story 
of Owyhee County by providing 
photos of Owyhee County scenery, 
wildlife or historical places. 

Twelve staff favorites will be 
used in the calendar. Photo credits 
will be given. Photo information 
should include location, date 
taken and subject matter.

Photos must be submitted 
digitally and at the highest 
resolution possible. Include 
photographer’s name and phone 
number and photo information.

E - m a i l  p h o t o s  t o 
owyheeavalanche@cableone.
net. For more information on the 
calendar project, call 337-4681.
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√ Otter: Numerous state 
offi cials scheduled to attend
for a Day” event to be held from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Txoko Ona 
Basque Center, 333 S. Main St., 
in Homedale.

Otter also is expected to sign a 
proclamation declaring Homedale 
“Capital for a Day.” That has been 
customary during other stops on 
the capital tour in places like 
Fairfi eld and Parma.

Chances are local government 
offi cials from all over Owyhee 
County could bend the governor’s 
ear during his stay in town, which 
marks another in a series through 
Otter has tried to bring the Boise 
governmental offices to other 
parts of the state. 

Homedale Mayor Harold 
Wilson, who worked with his 
campaign manager Pat Reilly, to 
bring the governor to town, said 
he will invite elected officials 
from other parts of Owyhee 
County to participate.

In addition to Otter, others 
scheduled to attend the outreach 
program at Txoko Ona include:

State Department of Labor 
director Roger Madsen, Col. Bill 
Shawver, the director of the state 
Bureau of Homeland Security; 
Bill Deal, director of the Idaho 
Department of Insurance, a former 
legislator and father of Homedale 
High School baseball coach 

Burke Deal; Brian Oakey, deputy 
director of the state Department 
of Agriculture; Margie Gonzalez, 
the executive director of the 
Idaho Commission on Hispanic 
Affairs; Donna Denney of the 
Idaho Commission on Aging; 
Tiffany Floyd, the deputy regional 
administrator for the Department 
of Environmental Quality; Idaho 
Fish and Game Commissioner 
Bob Barowsky; Scott Reinecker, 
the regional supervisor for the state 
Department of Fish and Game; 
Scott Stokes, the deputy director 
of the Idaho Transportation 
Department; Dave Jones, district 
engineer of ITD; and Bob Ford, 
the director of business, trade and 
rural development for Sen. Mike 
Crapo (R-Idaho).

Accord ing  to  Homedale 
Chamber of Commerce president 
Gavin Parker, the “Capital for a 
Day” event at Txoko Ona will 
be divided into three segments, 
including a 9 a.m. session during 
which concerned citizens can 
meet with the governor and 
other state offi cials on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. Those 
meetings will continue after 
a lunch attended by local and 
county offi cials.

— JPB

Two days into the scheduled 
trial of Billy Charles Williams, 
the accused in the January 2007 
robbery of the Snake River Mart 
in Marsing, the jury returned 
a verdict of not guilty and the 
accused was acquitted. 

The jury returned with the not 
guilty verdict in just under two 
hours.

How the verdict came about 
is something on which the 
prosecutor and defense have 
apparent differences of opinion.

For the defense
Williams, who was identifi ed 

in a lineup by one eyewitness, 
though not by a second, was 
acquitted because of a lack of 
confi dence in his identifi cation as 
the perpetrator, public defender 
William Wellman said in a 
telephone interview with The 
Owyhee Avalanche on Thursday.

The investigation into the 
robbery went unrewarded until 
June, a year-and-a-half after the 
event, when Williams “had made 
some statement to the effect that 
he was involved in the robbery 
while he was in jail,” Wellman 
said.

“From that point, a photographic 
display was assembled, it was 
shown to the store clerk, and she 
identifi ed Mr. Williams. It was 
shown to the assistant manager 
and she could not identify him in 
the lineup,” the public defender 
said.

The county investigated and 
made the arrest, and the Owyhee 
County Prosecutor ’s Office 
decided to pursue the case in the 
courts. The jury heard the evidence 
and decided that Williams was not 
the long-sought robber.

“ In  my  v i ew,  i t  was  a 
misidentifi cation,” Wellman said. 
“The suspect that was described at 
the time of the event was 5-8 and 
150 pounds. Mr. Williams is 6-2 
and 210.”

That discrepancy of six inches 

and 60 pounds was the crux of the 
matter for the defense.

“That was our theory; that they 
had the wrong guy, and the jury 
was not persuaded that they had 
the right one,” he said.

“Identifi cation testimony, you 
have to be cautious with that,” 
Wellman said. “We’ve seen a lot 
of capital cases turned around 
on subsequent DNA analysis, 
that were basically ID cases 
with nothing else to go on, so I 
think the jury was cautious not 
to put too much stock in the 
identifi cation.

“I feel badly for the people 
from the store, but I feel satisfi ed 
that Mr. Williams wasn’t wrongly 
convicted,” Wellman said.

For the prosecution
In a statement released Monday 

by county Prosecuting Attorney 
Matthew Faulks, the charges 
against Williams were enumerated 
— two counts of aggravated 
assault for threatening Snake 
River Mart employees with a 
firearm as well as the robbery 
charge itself.

“Two employees of Snake River 
Mart … testifi ed and positively 
identified the defendant as the 
person who held a gun on them 
at the robbery,” Faulks states in 
the release.

Faulks confirmed that the 
defense counsel, Wellman, had 
focused much of his argument 
on the differences between the 
originally reported 5-foot-8 height 
of the suspect and Williams’ 
height of more than six feet.

He also explained the remark 
that  had led to the ini t ial 
investigation of Williams.

“A young man who had been 
in jail at the same time as the 
defendant testified that he had 
heard the defendant brag about 
performing the robbery,” Faulks 
wrote, adding that, “Another 
inmate who was reportedly present 
for the conversation testifi ed that 

he had never heard the defendant 
say he committed the robbery.”

The conflicting witnesses to 
the statement reputedly made 
by Williams did not receive the 
prosecutor’s blame for the case’s 
failure, though — Sgt. Jim Bish 
of the Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce did.

“One part of the case that 
became a disappointment and a 
detraction was the testimony of 
Sergeant Jim Bish,” Faulks wrote. 
During cross-examination, Bish 
“gave an embarrassing account 
of his lack of knowledge about his 
own investigation on the case.”

The points discussed at length 
under defense questions involved 
Sgt. Bish’s investigation and how 
height and weight descriptions 
were gathered and used, the 
prosecutor said.

“Those who I spoke with … 
were concerned by his (Bish’s) 
negative impact on the case,” 
Faulks wrote. “The information 
I received from the jury room 
indicated that jurors were not 
impressed with the testimony 
of Sgt. Bish and his lack of 
knowledge of the information and 
contents of his own reports.”

The prosecuting attorney 
said that Bish had also begun 
discussing a prior arrest of the 
defendant before the jury. Faulks 
pointed out that “at a jury trial 
parties are prohibited from 
presenting evidence of prior 
wrongdoings” unless by specifi c 
approval of a judge or existing 
legal exception.

“In this case, the defense raised 
the issue of a mistrial, but it was 
not pursued further due to other 
circumstances,” Faulks wrote.

Faulk’s press release was read 
to Owyhee County Sheriff Gary 
Aman for comment.

“That (the release) is not the 
information I received from other 
people in the courtroom. The 
word I got from people within 
the courtroom does not reflect 
the prosecutor’s statements,” 
Aman said.

— MML

Robbery suspect acquitted
Defense saw case as one of  incorrect 

ID, prosecution blames witness

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH 
FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?

1-800-633-6508
www.farhc.com

Opportunity available in most states
For more information please call

(208) 308-7570
Shanna Wetzstein

The Homedale Public Library 
will extend its hours on Oct. 1.

The library, located at 125 
W. Owyhee Ave., will be open 

Monday through Wednesday from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., as usual, but also 
has added hours on Thursday, 
staying open from 1 p.m. to 8 

p.m., and Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The change in the Friday and 
Saturday schedule reflects an 
earlier opening for the library.

“Extended hours are offered 
thanks to the City Council who 
responded to citizen requests 
for more convenient hours for 
those who work,” library director 
Margaret Fujishin.

Fujishin said the budget also has 
additional hours for a part-time 
staff member to make the extended 
hours of operation possible.

For more information, call the 
library at 337-4228.

Library keeps doors open longer

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche



vigilant yet careful when they’re 
out hunting and hiking.

“Fall in Idaho is when they 
process the marijuana and pack 
it out, but also it’s full swing for 
hunting season for big game and 
also gamebird hunting season,” 
Good said.

“A lot of times, the reports 
we get are from hunters who 
stumble into these gardens, so 
we urge anyone who does to get 
out immediately and contact local 
authorities.”

Good said marijuana growers 
re-route streams, diverting water 
to irrigate their gardens. Agents 
also have found fertilizer, rat 
poison and Miracle-Gro at 
marijuana grow campsites. Good 
said grows have been found 
in areas not associated with 
marijuana gardens, such as the 
rugged drainages and ravines in 
the Owyhee Desert.

Authorities said camping 
equipment and elaborate irrigation 
systems were found Wednesday 
when about 35 agents from six 
law enforcement organizations 
coordinated to dismantle two 
large marijuana grows in areas 
above and below Silver City 
Road. Aman said the grows were 
about 15 miles south of Murphy.

In what the sheriff characterized 
as one of the two biggest marijuana 
seizures in his 28 years with 
the sheriff’s office, a total of 
7,345 plants were pulled up and 
hauled out of gardens near Stobie 
Creek and Scotch Bob Creek. The 
terrain, spanning both BLM land 
and private land, was so rugged 
that the plants were airlifted out 
of the crime scene by helicopter, 
Aman said.

“It takes about an hour and a 
half to walk downhill to the grow 
from the nearest road, so it’s really 
ugly down there,” Aman said.

The sheriff drove the remote 
nature of the area home with a 
simple observation about the 
land’s grazing permittee.

“The Stobie Creek grow, pretty 
much they don’t even tend to their 
cattle down there,” he said. “They 
just put them in there and catch 
’em when they’re coming out 
because it’s so steep in there.”

Owyhee County Sheriff’s Sgt. 

Jim Bish said the plants were 
destroyed Thursday.

“We did a good job with what 
we were seeing and what we 
were hearing,” Bish said of the 
investigation that resulted in one 
arrest, the discovery of about 150 
pounds of dried marijuana product 
ready for street distribution and, 
fi nally, the two grows in Owyhee 
County.

Idaho State Police Capt. Kevin 
Hudgens, who leads that agency’s 
Region 3 investigations unit, 
said the harvest from the plants 
found at the Stobie Creek and 
Scotch Bob Creek sites would 
have yielded about four tons of 
marijuana on the street.

Hudgens said the watering 
technique used by the growers 
was elaborate, helping plants to 
reach six and seven feet tall.

“It’s amazing, the piping. They 
have the feeder tubes coming off 
that piping into each individual 
plant,” Hudgens said. “The 
fertilizer and those types of things; 
the foodstocks, the tents and the 
sleeping bags. They know what 
they’re doing.”

Authorities found no one at the 
campsite even though they suspect 
caretakers staffed it as recently as 
a day before the raid. In fact, 
the lone arrest made last week 
probably involved a man who was 
bringing product out of the area 
and also bringing in supplies for 
the crew, Aman said.

Jose Abraham Santoyo-Villa, 
a 28-year-old Nampa man, was 
arrested on a Sept. 15 traffic 
stop performed near Marsing by 
ISP and OCSO personnel. Law 
enforcement agents found 25 
pounds of dried marijuana buds 
and a weapon in the car. One 
hundred fi fty pounds of additional 
street-ready product was found 
when Canyon County Sheriff’s 
deputies searched the man’s 
Nampa-area residence.

Santoyo-Villa was booked 
into Canyon County Jail on drug 
trafficking charges. He also is 
subject to a federal immigration 
hold, according to the Canyon 
County Jail Web site.

In addition to the Owyhee and 
Canyon sheriff’s offi ces, ISP and 
BLM, other agencies involved in 

last week’s operation included 
the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration and U.S. Forest 
Service.

“It was exceptional police work 
by all those agencies,” Aman said. 
“I want to thank them personally. 
Sad to say, I wasn’t able to be 
there, but it’s good to know that 
when the boss is gone that work 
still gets done (with) all the 
effort of the BLM and ISP and 
everybody that was involved.”

Aman added that the volunteer 
Silver City Fire and Rescue also 
provided assistance.

“They are quick response folks, 
so if anybody got hurt they were 
readily available,” Aman said. 
“We call citizens up ... and they’ll 
come and help us. We have a good 
working relationship.”

Aman said similar cooperation 
among the agencies was key in 
bringing down the two grows that 
were separated by four miles of 
rugged terrain.

“None of this could have been 
done without absolute 100 percent 
cooperation between the agency 
heads and the employees of all 
these agencies,” Aman said. “I 
just can’t say enough about how 
well they work together.”

The sheriff, who was conferring 
with BLM brass in Washington, 
D.C., when the Silver City-area 
grows were taken down, said 
word of the successful operation 
whispered through the halls of the 
federal buildings in the nation’s 
capital.

“Within a few hours visiting 
senators throughout the Senate 
building, it was out that Owyhee 
County had made this huge bust 
on public lands,” he said.

— JPB

From page 1
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√ Pot: Discovery one of  the largest in Owyhee County in past 30 years

“A lot of times, the 
reports we get are from 
hunters who stumble into 
these gardens, so we urge 
anyone who does to get 
out immediately and con-
tact local authorities.”

— Loren Good (left)
BLM special agent-in-charge

“ ... this was in my 
backyard, too. We’re 
going to do everything 
we can to keep arrest-
ing people and tak-
ing bad guys off the 
streets.”

— Gary Aman (right)
Owyhee County Sheriff

Bringing down illegal marijuana fi elds

Daylong operation removes evidence
Top: A helicopter brings in a bundle of seized marijuana plants 

into a loading area Wednesday outside of Silver City. Above: A Posse 
member helps guide some of the plants toward an area used to load 
trailers. Below: Irrigation equipment used to feed individual plants 
with water lay in stacks ready to be moved out. Staff photos
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School 
menus

Senior 
menus

Death notices

Homedale Elementary 
Sept. 24: Chicken patty or rib-b-que, potato wedges, fruit & veggie 

bar, applesauce cake, milk. 
Sept. 25: Enchilada or corn dog, scalloped potatoes, fruit & veggie 

bar, brownie, milk. 
Sept. 26: Cheese pizza or PB&J, salad, fruit & veggie bar, cookie, 

milk. 
Sept. 29: Burrito or French dip sandwich, green beans, fruit & veggie 

bar, cookie, milk. 
Sept. 30: Nachos or baked potato, fruit & veggie bar, cinnamon 

breadstick, milk. 

Homedale Middle 
Sept. 24: Crispito or toasted cheese sandwich, taco salad, fruit & 

veggie bar, milk. 
Sept. 25: Nachos or baked potato, fruit & veggie bar, rice krispie 

treat, milk. 
Sept. 26: Chicken tenders or chicken fried beef steak, potatoes/gravy, 

roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk. 
Sept. 29: Hamburger or hot dog, tots, cookie, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk. 
Sept. 30: Chicken nuggets or egg roll, rice, veggie, fruit & veggie 

bar, fortune cookie, milk.

Homedale High 
Sept. 24: Idaho haystack, burrito or pizza hot pocket, fruit & veggie 

bar, cinnamon roll, milk. 
Sept. 25: chicken patty, sandwich & soup or popcorn chicken, potato 

wedges, fruit & veggie bar, cookie, milk. 
Sept. 26: Crispito or rib-b-que, corn, taco salad, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk. 
Sept. 29: Pizza, popcorn chicken or chef salad, fruit & veggie bar, 

brownie, milk. 
Sept. 30: Chicken fried beef steak or chicken fi let, potatoes/gravy, 

roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk. 

Marsing High
Sept. 24: Waffl e w/scrambled eggs, sliced ham & strawberries, 

chicken burger, salad bar, milk, fruit bar.
Sept. 25: Enchilada casserole, rice & garden salad, chicken fajita, 

salad bar, milk, fruit bar.
Sept. 26: Chicken burger, veggie, sub sandwiches, salad bar, milk, 

fruit bar.
Sept. 29: Burrito, rice, apple crisp, hamburgers, salad bar, milk, 

fruit bar.
Sept. 30: Spaghetti & meatballs, garden salad, Italian bread, chicken 

nuggets, salad bar, milk, fruit bar.

Bruneau
Sept. 24: Sweet & sour chicken, rice, stir fry veggie, fruit salad, 

fortune cookie, milk.
Sept. 25: Turkey, potatoes/gravy, broccoli, roll/butter, apple crisp, 

milk. 
Sept. 26: Spaghetti, tossed salad/croutons, garlic bread, peaches, 

milk. 
Sept. 29: Weiner wraps, potato wedges, fruit, cookie, milk. 
Sept. 30: Biscuits & gravy, little smokies, hash browns, oranges, 

milk.

Homedale center
Sept 24: Chili con carne, ham & 

cheese on bun, lettuce & tomato, 
beverage.

Sept 25: Chicken cacciatore 
w/spaghetti, tossed salad, roll, 
beverage.

Marsing center
Sept 24: Beef stew w/potatoes 

& carrots, salad, biscuit, peach 
crispy, ice cream. 

Sept 25: Turkey & dressing, 
mashed potatoes/gravy, cranberry 
sauce, roll, pumpkin dessert.

Sept 29: Breakfast to order.
Sept 30: Taco salad w/toppings, 

rice, beans, corn, orange juice, 
roll, apricot crisp.

Since 1952, Flahiff Funeral Chapels have been dedicated to providing the families of 
Canyon and Owyhee Counties with a caring and professional environment to celebrate the life of a loved one.

Aaron Tines
Mortician’s Assistant

Proudly serving the Community as:
Member, Homedale Chamber of Commerce

Member, Homedale Lions Club

We offer services that are tailored to meet the individual needs of each family.
Traditional & Alternative Services

Canyon and Owyhee Counties’ locally owned Crematory
Pre-Arrangements by Licensed Funeral Directors

Caldwell
624 Cleveland Blvd. - Caldwell, ID 83605

(208) 459-0833

Homedale
27 E. Owyhee Ave. - Homedale, ID 83628

(208) 337-3252

120 S. Main Street 

Farmers - 
We carry 
5 gallon 

buckets of  
Hydraulic 

Fluid. 
Monthly Oil 

Specials.

Givens residents Bob and Lois 
Adams celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on Aug. 21, 2008.

Bob and Lois graduated from 
Grand Coulee  (Wash.) High 
School in 1948 and married Aug. 
21, 1948.

They have three children: The-
da Floyd, husband Kevin and 
four grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren in California; Rob-
ert and wife Carla Adams of Me-
ridian; and Jim Adams and grand-
children Mattie and Scott Adams 

of Nampa.
Bob was in law enforcement and 

retired as police chief of Tigard, 
Ore., in 1986. Lois worked differ-
ent jobs and retired in 1992.

The moved to Givens in 1986, 
building a home on the Snake 
River and using artesian water 
from a deep well for the heating 
of their home.

When asked about the longevi-
ty of their marriages, the Adamses 
said you to always have “trust and 
faith in each other.”

Bob, Lois Adams mark 60th anniversary

Bob and Lois Adams

In honor of their 50th wedding anniversary, friends 
and family of Domingo and Faye Uriguen are invited 
to an open-house reception at the Txoko Ona Basque 
Center, 333 S. Main St., in Homedale from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2008. 

Their children are hosting the anniversary 
reception.

Domingo and Faye were married in 1958 in 
Winnemucca, Nev. Domingo retired from Simplot 
Feedlot after 21½ years. Faye retired after 18 
years with Caldwell School District food services 
as a cook. They resided and raised their family in 
Caldwell for the majority of those years.

The couple has two sons, Steve of Caldwell and 
Terry of New Plymouth, and one daughter, Suzie 
Cushman and son-in-law John or Cle Elum, Wash. 

The Uriguens have three grandchildren and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.

Celebration set to mark Uriguens’ 50 years

Faye and Domingo Uriguen

EDWARD LEROY MASON, 82, who lived in the Adrian-Nyssa 
area, died Thursday, Sept. 11, 2008, at a care center. Memorial services 
were held at 2 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 20, 2008, at Nyssa High School. 
Arrangements through Lienkaemper Chapel, Nyssa, Ore.

ALMA ELLEN SCHLUPE DUNAGAN, 88, former Marsing 
resident who moved to Boise, died Saturday, Sept. 13, 2008, at a 
Meridian care center. Viewing was held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2008, at Summers Funeral Homes, Boise 
Chapel. Funeral services were at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 18, 2008 
at Summers Funeral Homes, Boise Chapel, with burial following at 2 
p.m. at Evergreen Cemetery, Ontario, Ore.

ALICE R. SILVA, 65, of Homedale, passed away on Tuesday, Sept. 
16, 2008, at Homedale after a long illness with multiple sclerosis. A 
memorial graveside service was held at 10 a.m., Friday, Sept. 19, 2008, 
at the Marsing-Homedale Cemetery. Cremation is under direction of 
Flahiff Funeral Chapel, Homedale.

FRANK EVERETT STANFORD, 71, of Jordan Valley, passed 
away on Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008, at  a Middleton care facility. Funeral 
services will be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008, at the 
Lion’s Den, Jordan Valley. Interment will follow at the Jordan Valley 
Cemetery. Arrangements under the direction of Flahiff Funeral Chapel, 
Homedale.

Read news about your neighbors in the Avalanche

Christian Life Club (CLC), the 
Friends Church after-school club, 
begins Oct. 1 and meets Wednes-
days during the school year.

The CLC meets at the Homedale 
Friends Church on U.S. Highway 
95 from 3:15 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Bus service from Homedale El-
ementary and back is provided. 

Classes use child evangelism 
materials and welcome kindergar-
teners through sixth-graders.

Parents with any questions may 
call Mary Sonke at 337-4757.

Church after-school program set
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CalendarYour fi nances

Dear Dave,
My husband and I both work, 

and we just bought a great house 
for $150,000. He makes $50,000 
a year, and I make about $30,000. 
We’ve been getting lots of 
different mortgage life insurance 
offers in the mail. They say they 
will pay off the house if one of us 
dies. Do you think we should take 
advantage of this?

— Blasha

Dear Blasha,
No! These kinds of offers are 

terrible, unless you’re uninsurable. 
Here’s why.

Mortgage life insurance is 
about fi ve times more expensive 
than term life insurance. You and 
your husband both need about 
eight to 10 times your annual 
incomes wrapped up in good, 
level term policies.

Forget that overpriced stuff. 
These will take care of you both 
and the house for a lot less if 
something unthinkable happens.

— Dave

Dear Dave,
I’m a new doctor, and I drive 

a car that’s nine years old, has 
over 200,000 miles on it and a 
few dings in the doors. I’ve heard 
image is everything when you’re 
a doctor, but I like not having a 
car payment. Should I just get 
over being self-conscious about 
the fact that my car is surrounded 
by fancy doctors’ cars every day 
in the parking lot? 

— Mario

Dear Mario,
I like not having a car note, 

too. I’d walk, ride a bike or drive 
a nine-year old car with over 
200,000 miles on it and a few 
dings in the doors before I had a 
car payment!

As a new, young doctor you’ve 
probably got six fi gures in student 
loans hanging over your head 
right now. So you need to get 
out from under all that before 
you start thinking about driving 
something fancy. 

If this car is truly on its last 
legs, then I’d say save up for a few 
months and upgrade to a decent, 
used $3,000 car. A Mercedes 
doesn’t prove you’re a doctor, and 
you need to be worrying about 
what’s smart for YOU instead of 
what other people think!

— Dave

Dear Dave,
I’m a sales rep, and I’ve come 

across an opportunity to work as 
an independent phone rep in a 
different industry and region. Do 
you think it would be unethical to 
take advantage of this part-time 
opportunity, as long as it doesn’t 
interfere with my current, full-
time job?

— Mike

Dear Mike,
I think the best way to answer 

these kinds of questions is to 
reverse them. Ask yourself, if 
you were the boss and someone 
on your team wanted to do this, 
how would you feel?

When members of my team 
travel and I pay for their tickets, 
meals and hotels, I expect them 
to work for me. That’s only 
reasonable. Now, if one of them 
was going out of town and asked 
if they could meet with someone 
about a side deal after hours, 
after our business was taken care 
of, and it wouldn’t affect my 
company, then I’d be OK with 
that. 

But I probably wouldn’t be too 
thrilled if I found out they were 
just working a side deal on my 
nickel!  

Really, I think the Golden Rule 
applies here. Go talk to your boss, 
and be honest. If you’ll do this, 
then I think you’ll probably be 
cleared to rock and roll with this 
thing.

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total 
Money Makeover. He also is the 
host of The Dave Ramsey Show 
that airs at 6 p.m. daily on the 
Fox Business Channel. You can 
fi nd tools to help with fi nances or 
previous columns at Davesays.
org. For more fi nancial advice, 
visit the Web site or call (888) 
22-PEACE. Have a question 
for Dave? Send correspondence 
to syndication@daveramsey.
com or write Dave $ays, 1749 
Mallory Lane, Brentwood, TN 
37027 

Life insurance 
linked to mortgage 
doesn’t make sense

Today
AARP Driving Safety Program
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., $10, Marsing Senior Center, 218 
W. Main St., Marsing. (208) 896-4634 or (208) 
337-4647

Homedale Chamber of Commerce golf 
tournament

2 p.m. shotgun start, 5 p.m. barbecue, $35 per 
person for golf, $7.50 for dinner only, hole 
sponsorships available, River Bend Golf Course, 
18981 Fish Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3271 

DivorceCare recovery support group
7 p.m., Mountain View Church of the Nazarene, 
26515 Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3151 

Thursday
AARP Driving Safety Program
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., $10, Marsing Senior Center, 218 
W. Main St., Marsing. (208) 896-4634 or (208) 
337-4647

Exercise class
10:45 a.m., free, Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

Homedale City Council meeting
6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W. Wyoming Ave. (208) 
337-4641

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
5:30 p.m. weigh-in, 7 p.m. meeting, First 
Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th St., Homedale. 
(208) 482-6893

AA meeting
8 p.m., Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 224 
W. Idaho Ave.

Friday, September 26
Jordan Valley Rope & Ride
9 a.m.,  cow dog trials, muley and horse roping, 
stock saddle bronc riding, Jordan Valley Rodeo 
Arena, Jordan Valley, Ore. (541) 586-2551 or 
(208) 337-4094

Celebrate Recovery 12-step program
6 p.m., Mountain View Church of the Nazarene, 
26515 Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3520 or 
(208) 337-3151

Family Farm Days and Music Festival
6 p.m., Vision Community Church, 221 W. Main 
St., Marsing. (208) 896-5407

Saturday, September 27
Jordan Valley Rope & Ride
9 a.m.,  cow dog trials, muley and horse roping, 
stock saddle bronc riding, Jordan Valley Rodeo 
Arena, Jordan Valley, Ore. (541) 586-2551 or 
(208) 337-4094

Family Farm Days and Music Festival
10 a.m., carnival and fl ea market; 5 p.m., pig 
barbecue, $2; 6 p.m., live auction, Vision 
Community Church, 221 W. Main St., Marsing. 
(208) 896-5407

Sunday, September 28
Jordan Valley Rope & Ride
9 a.m.,  cow dog trials, muley and horse roping, 
stock saddle bronc riding, Jordan Valley Rodeo 
Arena, Jordan Valley, Ore. (541) 586-2551 or 
(208) 337-4094

Parenting class
9:30 a.m., “Parenting with Love and Logic”, 
Homedale Friends Church, 17434 Hwy. 95. (208) 
337-3464

Family Farm Days and Music Festival
9 a.m., free pancake breakfast; 10 a.m., open-air 
Sunday service; carnival and fl ea market, Vision 
Community Church, 221 W. Main St., Marsing. 
(208) 896-5407

Tuesday
Exercise class
10:45 a.m., free, Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

Pure Word recovery meeting
7 p.m., Snake River Valley Fellowship, 20 E. 
Oregon Ave, Homedale. (208) 475-3733

AA meeting
8 p.m., Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 224 

W. Idaho Ave.

Wednesday
DivorceCare recovery support group
7 p.m., Mountain View Church of the Nazarene, 
26515 Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3151 

Thursday, October 2
Exercise class
10:45 a.m., free, Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
5:30 p.m. weigh-in, 7 p.m. meeting, First 
Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th St., Homedale. 
(208) 482-6893

Homedale Rod and Gun Club meeting
7 p.m., Owyhee Lanes Restaurant, 18 N. 1st St. E., 
Homedale. (208) 463-4383

AA meeting
8 p.m., Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 224 
W. Idaho Ave.

Friday, October 3
Celebrate Recovery 12-step program
6 p.m., Mountain View Church of the Nazarene, 
26515 Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3520 or 
(208) 337-3151

Sunday, October 5
Parenting class
9:30 a.m., “Parenting with Love and Logic”, 
Homedale Friends Church, 17434 Hwy. 95. (208) 
337-3464

Monday, October 6
Owyhee County Board of Commissioners 

meeting
Courtroom 2, Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy

Tuesday, October 7
Exercise class
10:45 a.m., free, Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

Pure Word recovery meeting
7 p.m., Snake River Valley Fellowship, 20 E. 
Oregon Ave, Homedale. (208) 475-3733

Marsing PTA meeting
7 p.m., Marsing High School Commons Room, 
208 S. 8th Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 896-4273

Ridgeview Irrigation District board meeting
7 p.m., 118 S. 1st St. W., Homedale

Gem Irrigation District board meeting
7:15 p.m., 118 S. 1st St. W., Homedale

South Board of Control board meeting
7:30 p.m., 118 S. 1st St. W., Homedale

AA meeting
8 p.m., Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 224 
W. Idaho Ave.

Wednesday, October 8
AARP Driving Safety Program
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., $10, Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-
3020 or (208) 337-4647

Homedale City Council meeting
6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W. Wyoming Ave. (208) 
337-4641

Marsing City Council meeting
7 p.m., City Hall, 425 Main St. (208) 896-4122

Grand View City Council meeting
7 p.m., City Hall, 425 Boise Ave. (208) 834-2700, 
Monday through Wednesday

Owyhee Watershed Council meeting
7 p.m., University of Idaho Owyhee County 
Extension Offi ce, 238 8th Ave. W., Marsing. (541) 
372-5782

DivorceCare recovery support group
7 p.m., Mountain View Church of the Nazarene, 
26515 Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-3151 

For more information on calendar submissions, 
call (208) 337-4681.

Read all about it
in

337-4681
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Owyhee honors its heritage

Team branding comes to the Derrick Ranch on Pioneer Road 
west of Homedale on Sunday.

The event begins at 9 a.m., and two-man teams of ropers may 
bring their own ground crew or choose from help available at the 
ranch. The entry fee is $50 per man. First place will pay 30 percent 
of the total entry fees paid with second place to pay 20 percent. 

The entry fee includes three calves. Ropers may enter as many 
times as they like subject to calf availability and the total number 
of teams entered.

For information, call Steve Derrick at (208) 337-3023.
Photo by KC Kelly

Branding hits Homedale on Sunday

Silver City schoolhouse gets its crown
Crews put in place the schoolhouse bell on Sept. 13 during the Silver City Open House. The belfry, inset, 

had been sitting near the schoolhouse as offi cials prepared for the topping ceremony during the annual 
Open House. Restoration spokesman Marty Peterson said the schoolhouse bell was rung promptly at noon. 
Submitted photo

The Mountain View Church of the 
Nazarene’s pastor, Chuck Ryan, said the 
event was a great success with a strong 
sowing from the local community as well 
as people who attended from Eagle and the 
greater Treasure Valley area. He estimated 
that attendance for the cowboy worship 
service saw at least 430 participants.

“As the Senior Pastor, I have observed 
many people who have been discourage 
and depressed due to the economic down 
turn,” Ryan said in a release to The 
Avalanche. 

“God laid it on my heart to prepare a 
message on ‘Encourage’. Hopefully the 
reminder that God knows and cares about 
our personal needs, and is always with us, 
will help sustain people in these diffi cult 
times.”

Final estimates put total attendance at 
around 650 persons for the roping events 
and the multiple concerts. 

“It was the goal of the Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene to share the love 
of Christ with our friends and neighbors 
of the surrounding area,” Ryan said. “We 
wanted to make it fun and affordable for 
the entire family. Through out the day 
numerous individuals shared with me 

positive comments and then added ‘We 
hope you do this again next year’. With 
the many compliments, and the fact that a 
couple of our food venders sold completely 
out of food, and many people (still) stayed 
for the entire day, speaks highly of the fair’s 
success.”

To many who attended the fair, and 
those who wished they had, pastor Ryan 
said that the third annual Family Fun Fair 
and Round Up is already in planning for 
next year.

“I want to say thanks to the numerous 
volunteers, both from the Church and our 
great community, for the hours and money 
donated to make this fun event possible,” 
he said. “May this event continue grow, 
that all may come to experience the love of 
Christ exemplifi ed through His Church!

 
Team roping — 1. Stephanie King and 

Tom Flenagen; 2. Stephanie King and 
Bobby Davis and Jeff Flenagen; 3. Garth 
Millard and Greg Garrett

Breakaway roping —  1. Maddy 
Pendergrass; 2. Gloria King; 3. Stephanie 
King; Fastest time: Ginger Loucks

Novice breakaway roping — 1. Quincy 
Pendergrass; 2. Shawna Widdick

Family Fun Fair and 
Roundup roping winners

Above: Team roping winners at the Family Fun Fair and Rodeo were presented 
with the hand-crafted silver buckle by organizers.

Sometimes you go eight seconds, sometimes you don’t
The 25th annual Bruneau Roundup on Saturday and Sunday saw tough cowboys on 

tough horses. Not all the riders stayed on for the full eight, but all of them tried their best 
to do so. This year marks the silver anniversary for the event, held every September.

Above, Pat Tindall takes a short fl ight toward the hard ground, photo by Kristi Schi-
ermeier; Below, Shawn Morehead of Bruneau in his 83-point ride on Slash T Rodeo Co., 
stock, photo by WT Bruce photography.
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Like many cowboys, Mark 
Ryan takes a literal slant on life.

So when a buddy in Washington 
state told him to get on his horse 
and visit sometime, Ryan lined 
out a plan to do exactly that.

His map started about 40 miles 
northwest of Oklahoma City.

More than three months ago, 
the 46-year-old cattleman and 
farrier saddled up Mr. Doodles, 
his 8-year-old horse, packed 
supplies on a 7-year-old mule 
named Festus and left his home 
in Kingfi sher, Okla.

“It takes a lot of faith for a 
guy to get up and head down that 
road,” he said.

Ryan figures his 2,500-mile 
trail will end in Ferndale, Wash. 
— “20 miles from Canada and 
the same distance from the Pacifi c 
Ocean”, he says — in the next 
two months.

He spent one day early last week 
traversing a sliver of Owyhee 
County to end the Idaho leg of 
his journey.

“He’s traveling with literally 
the clothes on his back and a 
few things packed in his bags,” 
Marsing resident Tim Dines 
said.

Ryan watered his animals at 
Dines’ place before heading via 
Pershall, Jump Creek, Cemetery 
and Johnstone roads for the 
night’s resting spot on land near 
Succor Creek.

“I sure appreciate being able 
to stop and get some water from 
him,” Ryan said of Dines.

According to directions on 
Google Maps, it should take a 
person on foot about 28 days to 
make the trip from Kingfi sher to 
Ferndale. But Ryan is taking his 
time on a more indirect route, 
seeing the land and trying to stay 
out of the way.

“We take as much backroads as 
we can,” Ryan said, adding that 
the strategy for avoiding most 
automobile traffic has worked 
so far.

“The scary spots are on bridges. 
But the majority of the traffi c is 
really kind to you,” he said. “But 
like everything else in life, you’ve 
got some boneheads.”

He said he has county maps 
for every stretch of road he has 
taken.

Ryan financed his leisurely 
journey — he covers anywhere 
from 12 to 35 miles each day — by 
getting off the road. He sold his 
Harley to come up with the funds 
for what is just another segment 
of a journey that seemingly has 
been heading west since he left 
Vermont at the age of 17.

“I knew more than anybody 
else there, so it was time to leave,” 
Ryan said. “I left with two pairs 
of jeans, two shirts and $20 in my 
backpack.”

He landed in Oklahoma and spent 
time climbing communications 

towers before settling into a life 
of cattle and horses.

“I fell head over heels in love 
with the life,” he said.

But even cowboy life in the 
Sooner state seemingly couldn’t 
curb Ryan’s wanderlust. He has 
participated in the long-distance 
Old Chisholm Trail Ride several 
times.

“I kept doing that trip for several 
years to learn how to spend more 
time with my horse,” he said.

Turns out, the current trek has 
created quite a bond with his pack 
animal, Festus, on whose back is 
ferried a water fi ltration system, 
clothing, cold-weather gear, camp 
food, bedding and all the other 
necessities of the trail.

“The mule has done very 
well. The horse doesn’t have the 
stamina the mule does,” Ryan 
said. “I can see why people put 
the mule over the horse.”

Ryan said Festus is becoming 
more and more affectionate 
— seemingly the opposite of the 
mule stereotype — as the trip 
wears on.

“The mule is incredible. He 
gets to be more and more like a 
dog,” Ryan said. “We camp out 
every night, and he will stand 
over the top of me and eat his 
feed, then he’ll go back and get 
another mouthful and stand over 
me and chew.”

But it hasn’t been all mules and 
horses for Ryan since he started his 
marathon trip six months ago.

“The people I’ve met and been 
involved with have been endlessly 
super to us,” he said. “I want to 
say thank you to all the people 
in Idaho.”

Just like the quirky personalities 
of motorists he has seen, though, 
there has been at least one Idahoan 
who wasn’t neighborly. But that 
only made Ryan a reluctant 
celebrity.

West of Declo, his request 
to spend the night on one farm 
rejected, Ryan found himself on 
the ranch of Magic Valley TV and 
radio personality Zeb Bell. In the 
morning, as Ryan readied for the 
trail, he got an invitation to chew 
up 10 minutes of Bell’s talk radio 
program.

“I was so nervous,” Ryan said.
But  he  go t  th rough  the 

conversation and moved down 
the road to his next brush with 
Idaho hospitality.

“A week ago, I was at a 
QuikStop looking for a place to 
camp out. A gentleman told me 
about a creek with good water, 
shade trees and plenty of tall 
grass,” Ryan said.

“Later on, he shows up with 
sandwiches, fruit and drink and 
three postcards — each with a 
stamp.”

The appearance on Bell’s radio 
program has been one of the 
rare occasions that Ryan has 

allowed the spotlight to fall on 
his travels.

“We’re not looking for self-
glorifi cation,” Ryan said. “This 
isn’t, ‘Look what I’m doing.’ ”

If anything, the long dusty trail 
across half a continent has given 
Ryan time to get away from the 
typical trappings of modern life.

“There are lots of little reasons 
for getting out over the country,” 
he said. “It’s provided a lot of 
time to read my Bible and to think 
about myself. All the stuff you’ve 
saved up is at home, and if you 
think about that you start thinking 
about going back.

“I plan on going home. I just 
don’t know when.”

— JPB

Adventures with Festus and Mr. Doodles
Oklahoman slices through Owyhee on horseback trek

Vermont native set out for 
Washington state 3½ months ago

Seeing the sights, 
cowboy style

Mark Ryan rode through the 
Marsing-Homedale area last week 
as part of his 2,500-mile journey 
from his home in Kingfi sher, Okla., 
to Ferndale, Wash. Part of his 
course through Owyhee County 
took him around the corner at 
Jump Creek Road and Cemetery 
Road south of Homedale.
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RCE 20496465-2924

 

Homedale Clinic
Terry Reilly Health Services

Chip Roser, MD
Richard Ernest, CRNP

108 E. Idaho, Box 1058

Homedale, Idaho  83628

337-3189, Night 466-7869
Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8:30 - 5:00

Tuesday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm

337-5057 
573-2341 • 573-2343 • 573-2339

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

MGM 
Siding Contractors

William T.Bruce
1024 W. Finch Dr.

Nampa • 465-0214 • Fax 465-9831
ICB# RCE-300 • OCCB# 164231

Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum Siding
Vinyl Windows

Craftsmanship You can Trust

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

Marsing Clinic
Terry Reilly Health Services
Faith Peterson, CRNP

Family Nurse Practitioner

Rebecca Ratcliff, MD
201 Main Street, Marsing, Id. 83639

896-4159, Night 466-7869
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:00 - 5:00

Thursday 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES

CARPET CARE & JANI-

SIDING CONTRACTORS

SAND & GRAVEL

Serving Owyhee 
County for 25 years
 Jeff Haylett
337-8018

Contractor License# 23189
Electrical Contractor - State of Idaho

H&H ELECTRIC
ELECTRICIAN

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
J. Edward Perkins, Jr. D.C.

111 S. Main - Homedale - 337-4900
Your Pain and Wellness Clinic
• Low Back Pain
• Leg Pain
• Neck Pain
• Headache Pain
• Shoulder Pain

• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
• Whiplash/ Car Accident Injuries
• Work Injuries
• Sports Injuries
• Custom Orthotics (Shoe inserts)

Call 208/337-4900 for a Free Consultation

DENTAL SERVICES

Homedale Dental
Terry Reilly Health Services

Eight 2nd Street West, 
Homedale, Idaho 83628

337-6101
Jim Neerings, DDS

Monday - Friday 7:30-1:30/2:00-6:00

Accepting Emergency Walk-Ins Daily
We Accept Medicaid

CARPENTRY

WE WELCOME 
YOUR BUSINESS!

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL. 

BOB PAASCH 482-7204 
BOB'S CARPENTRY • WILDER

Idaho Lic # RCT-12463

HEATING & COOLING LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Home - (208) 337-4343
Cell - (208) 919-3364

GREG KELLY - OWNER
Sprinkler System -  Lawn Mowing

Installation, Maintenance & Blow-Outs
Backhoe Services • Sod

Concrete Curbs • Rock Entryways
FREE ESTIMATES

Idaho License # RCT-14906

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS 

HEATING & COOLING
SERVICE • SALES • REPAIR

CALL 573-1788
Se Habla Español - 899-3428

FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

CONCRETE

29 Years Experience

SPRINKLERS

Inc.

PAINTING CONTRACTOR PAINTING CONTRACTOR

STEEL ROOFING 
& SIDING

For all your building or 
remodeling projects

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

HOME HEALTH CARE

Assisted Home Health Care

A Special Touch 
Home Care, Inc.

Quality In Your 
Home Care

Personal Care - Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping - Laundry

Companion / Respite - Transportation
Call for more info... 337-5343 or 880-4963

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Wilder
Van Slyke Road

RESTORATION / REMODEL

BBCI
BRENT BUSHNELL CONSTRUCTION, INC.

MOTORCYCLE SERVICE

208-249-2912 or 208-919-1229

Repair & Servicing:Polaris, Suzuki, 
Yamaha, Kawasaki, Honda & more

OWYHEE CYCLE

CABINETRY PLUMBING DRAIN CLEANING

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

PRESCHOOL

HYER EDUCATION PRESCHOOL
Kindergarten readiness
Ages 3.5 to 5  Sept - May
Give your child skills to enter kindergar-
ten: Socially, physically & academically 
prepared. Readiness is a condtion of the 

heart as well as mind.
Call Pam Hyer 454-8860

Greenleaf - Corner of Whittier & Seqoia

MOBILE HOME TRANSPORT

AUTO REPAIR

Jim's Automotive

Kitchen Cabinets
Cabinet Refacing

Remodeling
Custom Millwork

Wayne Ensley - 459-2752
20109 Marsing Road

Caldwell, Idaho 83605

25 Years Experience
Please call for Quotes & Appointments

email: beretta682x@aol.com

Jim R. Milburn

THE HAIR DEPOT
102 E. WYOMING - 337-4247

HAIR - NAILS - TANNING

NEW NAIL TECH DAWN!
FULL SET $35

TANNING BED HAS NEW 
HIGH PRESSURE TANNING 

BULBS!

MASSAGE SPECIAL! $45/HOUR

The annual Family Farm Days 
and Music Festival is set for 
Vision Community Church in 
Marsing this weekend.

The festivities begin at 6 p.m. 
Friday with a free ice cream 
social, live music and a preview 
of Saturday’s live auction.

Saturday’s schedule starts at 
10 a.m. and includes live music, 
carnival games such as a dunk 
tank, paintball and face painting, 
a yard sale and fl ea market, pig 
barbecue and live auction.

The barbecue starts at 5 p.m. 
and is priced at $2 per plate.

The live auction begins at 
6 p.m., and lots include tools, 
ladders, clothing, quilts, furniture, 
gift baskets, baked goods and 
fresh fruit, dolls, gift certifi cates, 
collectibles, outdoors gear, a 1977 
Ford pickup and more.

A free pancake breakfast will 

be served beginning at 9 a.m. 
Sunday, followed by an open-air 
Sunday service and the carnival 
and fl ea market.

Vision Community Church 
is located a 221 W. Main St., in 
Marsing. For more information, 
call 896-5407.

Family Farm Days coming this weekendHave a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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1977 Ford Truck  
Runs Great 

Flag Dresser 
Great Condition 

*NEW* Camo Remington 
Model 870 3 1/2 in Super Mag. 

Homemade 
Crafts 

Handmade Baby 
Quilt 

Girl on Bench  
Yard Ornament 

Collectable Figurines  
$60+ in value 

Laser Level 

Vision Community Church 
221 W. Main St.—Marsing, ID 

 

Saturday, September 27th, 2008 

6:00 PM Misc. Tools 
Extension Ladders 

Carhartt Jacket 
Quilts 

Misc Furniture 
Antiques 

Key Board 
Family Night basket 
Scrapbooking basket 

Horse Tack basket 
Watkins Basket 

Kitchen Supplies 
Diaper Cakes (boy & girl) 

Baked Goods / Fresh Fruits 
Porcelain dolls 

Lots of Gift Certificates 
Ty Stuffed Animals 

X-Box Games & Supplies 
Camping, Hunting, & Fishing Supplies  
Famous Hell’s Canyon Blackberry Pie  

AND MUCH, MUCH, MORE 

September 26th - 28th, 2008 

Brought to you by: 

FRIDAY – 6:00 PM 
* Free Ice Cream Social! 

* Auction Preview! 
* Live Music! 

 
SATURDAY – 10:00 AM 

* Live Music! 
* Old Fashioned Carnival Games! 

(Dunk Tank, Paintball, face painting & more) 
* Giant Yard Sale & Flea Market! 

* Pig BBQ! ($2.00 per plate) - 5:00 PM  
* Live Auction! - 6:00 PM  

 
SUNDAY – 9:00 AM 

* Free Pancake Breakfast! - 9:00 AM 
* Open Air Sunday Service! -  10:00 AM 

* Live Music! 
* Old Fashioned Carnival Games! 
* Giant Yard Sale & Flea Market! 

221 West Main St., Marsing, ID | (208) 896-5407 

COSSA conceives corridor for companies, tech ed

The regional professional 
technical education program for 
high school students — Canyon-
Owyhee School Service Agency 
(COSSA) — is exploring a cen-
tralized location for classes within 
a few miles of Homedale.

Mark Cotner, COSSA executive 
director, spoke at a Sept. 16 edu-
cational summit at Homedale High 
School and expanded on the plans 
to construct a professional techni-
cal center that would be centrally 
located with room for additional 
classes as well as sites for light in-
dustry and manufacturing, encour-
aging a synergy between employ-
ers and grads with skills. He also 
sought members for the project’s 
steering committee, saying that he 
wanted business involved “to help 
hold our feet to the fi re.”

About 50 educational and busi-
ness leaders attended last week’s 
summit at the high school. At least 
eight signed up to be involved with 
the committee.

Cotner fi rst told Homedale busi-
ness leaders of the plan to build 
along Idaho highway 19 in Can-
yon County during the Homedale 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
earlier this month.

Residents of Owyhee and Can-
yon counties are familiar with 
COSSA, a cooperative effort of fi ve 

school districts targeted at help-
ing high school students to gradu-
ate with technical skills. Founded 
in 1969, COSSA has classrooms 
and shops scattered across the 
Homedale, Marsing, Wilder, No-
tus and Parma areas — the districts 
that form the association. COSSA 
hopes to centralize itself in the fu-
ture, and is studying the feasibility 
of an educational and commercial 
corridor located between Wilder 
and Greenleaf on the north side of 
Idaho 19, though nothing is set in 
stone, planners agreed.

COSSA’s goal is to involve 
companies in the corridor, along 
with the centralized tech center, 
to both train students and create 
nearby jobs for them. The corridor 
would ensure that graduates are 
groomed for, and experienced, in 
their fi elds of study, Cotner said.

He stressed COSSA boasts a 96 
percent placement rate for grads in 
a job market that has shifted over 
the years.

Ron Nilson, owner and founder 
of Ground Force Manufacturing 
in Coeur d’Alene and head of the 
North Idaho Manufacturing Con-
sortium, spoke on a similar trade-
skills program that he is working 
with in the panhandle.

“This program needs to move 
to the next step, past words to ac-

tions,” he said. “There’s an insep-
arable link between high quality 
education and a robust economy. 
If you neglect one, the other is go-
ing to suffer.”

Nilson argued that industry must 
be involved in programs like COS-
SA — that classes have to be based 
on industry demands if young 
workers are going to be able to fi nd 
satisfying, well-paid work.

In 1950, he said, the workforce 
consisted of 17 percent profes-
sionals, 17 percent skilled work-
ers and 66 percent unskilled la-
bor. In 2000, 20 percent of hires 
were professionals, 15 percent 
unskilled and 65 percent skilled 
labor. Educators, industry and the 
public should be conscious of this 

and focus on training that allows a 
graduate to get a start on a career, 
Nilson said.

“What are the United States, the 
state, the local businesses doing?” 
he asked. “We’re shipping jobs to 
China (by failing to educate skilled 
workers). We don’t have the self-
discipline to teach our kids the 
skills they need to work.”

“Stop being the silent majority,” 
Nilson said. “Get engaged with the 
private sector; talk to schools, get 
other business involved. Do it for 
the kids, and do it for the future.”

Organizations like COSSA, on 
which Nilson based some of his 
own project, the Advancement 
of Technical Trades and Citizens 
for Kids, are the way to address 

that lack of targeted education, 
he said.

A high-school and technical ed-
ucation, both stressed, was more 
than simply pre-college prepara-
tion. In Idaho only 57 percent of 
the population has a high school 
degree, versus 80 percent nation-
ally, Cotner said. Raising that per-
centage was something that Nilson 
addressed in depth. 

Educators and legislators have 
said that high school needed to be 
more rigorous and relevant to en-
courage students to stay through 
graduation, but “if you show stu-
dents the relevance (through pro-
grams like COSSA), they will 
supply the rigor themselves,” he 
said.

A high school diploma, if a pure-
ly academic one, was not, Cot-
ner said, a guarantee of success. 
A valedictorian graduating with 
honors, he asked, was qualifi ed to 
work where?

“They’re qualifi ed to work at 
McDonald’s or Wal-Mart,” he 
said. 

A graduate who had completed 
a course of training through COS-
SA, in contrast, would be ready 
to enter the nursing fi eld, or en-
ter work as a diesel mechanic or 
welder. 

The next steps for the project 
will be to secure property and 
funding, as well as rounding up 
interested companies.

— MML

Cotner and cadre seek volunteers 
for steering committee

Bringing it all together
Mark Cotner, COSSA executive director, addresses the audience of 

50 or so businessmen and educators at Homedale High School.
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Owyhee and Twin Falls
County Voters…Keep….. 

Stephen Hartgen

Incumbent Republican
District 23B,

Idaho House of Representatives

Conservative
Traditional
Republican 
     Values

for Southern Idaho

epresen

h

Vote

Paid, Hartgen for District 23 Committee, Rich Stivers, Ch.

Better late than never
Mike Greeley never has to wor-

ry about being the topic of gos-
sip. Apparently, his peers have 
nothing but good things to say 
about him even when he isn’t in 
the room.

At the past two Career and 
Technical Educators of Idaho 
(CTEI) summer conventions, his 
colleagues have awarded him 
an accolade.

On both occasions, the 
veteran Homedale High 
School industrial arts 
instructor was away on 
other business.

Nevertheless, two 
years ago the Technol- o g y 
Education Association of Idaho 
(TEAI) named him Senior High 
Teacher of the Year for 2006-07.

A few months ago, he earned 
the 2007-08 Senior High Program 
of the Year award from the TEAI, 
, which is part of CTEI.

“It just validates you’re doing 
the right thing at the end of your 
career; that you’ve learned what 
you’re supposed to do and doing 
what you’re supposed to do and 
delivering to the kids at the end of 
your career,” Greeley said.

Fortunately, Greeley, who has 
taught for 27 years, didn’t have 

to wait for retirement to get his 
props.

But he nearly had to wait until 
retirement to get his hands on the 
commemorative plaques.

“A year ago, (fellow industrial 
arts teachers) nominated and se-
lected me teacher of the year, and 
they never told me,” Greeley said. 

“ T h a t 
was the year my dad died, 
and we were short-handed at 
the ranch.”

This summer, a long-planned 
family fi shing “trip of a lifetime” 
to La Paz, Mexico, fell squarely 
on the week of the summer meet-
ing in Boise.

“We spent a week in Mexico 
and caught 11 different species of 
fi sh,” said Greeley, who traveled 
with his wife and two children and 
some close friends. “It was awe-
some down there.”

Having not attended either 
the 2006-07 meeting in Coeur 

d’Alene or this summer’s con-
vention in Boise, Greeley didn’t 
learn of the accolades until he be-
gan preparing for the new school 
year.

“A colleague gave them to me 
this summer in July,” Greeley 
said, adding that a change in the 
CTEI administration at the state 
level delayed notifi cation of his 
awards.

Greeley has taught indus-
trial arts — covering 

wood shop, draft-
ing and car-

pentry — 
for 24 

years, 
a n d  h e 

has been in 
the Homedale 

shop since 1987. 
He also has a certifi cation 
in metal works, but Homedale 
FFA advisor Lori Harrison han-
dles that part of the school’s cur-
riculum.

Years ago at Homedale, Gree-
ley earned his fi rst nod of recogni-
tion from the TEAI when he won 
the award for program of the year 
for a teacher with less than fi ve 
years’ experience.

“I’ve got good students and 
good learners, and they’re learn-
ing what I’m teaching, basically,” 
Greeley said in explaining the in-
gredients that go into a teacher of 
the year candidate.

“I’ve got a good curriculum, 
and the kids are learning from 
the curriculum and doing well 
at State.”

An aspect of the program of 
the year criteria is how well a 
school’s curriculum fi ts the needs 
of the community. Greeley’s stu-
dents always have applied their 
knowledge to community service 
projects. In 2005, they banded to-
gether to build a wheelchair ramp 
for classmate Jonathan Page, who 

had been seriously injured in a 
swimming accident that summer 
in Oklahoma.

“I was one of only 20 pro-
grams in the state (cited) for a 
well-rounded program to meet 
the parameters from the state of-
fi ce and in the community,” Gree-
ley said.

Additionally, Greeley’s instruc-
tion seemingly always produces 
top-notch competitors in state 
Technology Students of America 
contests.

In March, a group of Greeley 
disciples will attend the TSA state 

meet. In 2006, Homedale fi nished 
second in the state’s Technology 
Bowl and also grabber runner-up 
honors for Engineering and Spon-
taneous Problem Solving.

“We’ve got a great communi-
ty and good kids to work with,” 
he said. “I’ve got one of the best 
facilities in the state. And that’s 
something else the judges looked 
at — square footage (of the work 
area) and (quality of) equipment 
— and I’ve got one of the best 
shops in the state.”

— JPB

HHS’ Greeley earns awards for skills, shop program

Homedale teacher recognized by peers
Veteran industrial arts teacher Mike Greeley recently received two 

plaques that his peers awarded him during the past two Career and 
Technical Educators of Idaho summer conferences.

Do You Face Impossible Situations?
We Know Someone Who Can Help!

Marsing Church of the Nazarene
12 Second Avenue West, Marsing, Idaho

We invite you to worship with us every Sunday at 11:00 am

To learn more about us, visit us at www.marsingnaz.org



Page 13AWednesday, September 24, 2008

1303 N. 20th St. 
Nampa, Idaho  

466-8929

www.raphamassage.com
6 West Owyhee • Homedale (by appointment only)
Mandy — 208.919.3782 • Stacy — 208.695.7228

Rapha 
Therapeutic 

Massage

$10.00 OFF
our 60 or 90 minute massage!

Back to School Special

by Mary O’Malley
The last fi eld trip of the Owyhee 

County Historical Society 2008 
season was a beautiful trip around 
the Mud Flat Road led by Nick 
and Dolores Ihli. 

This road, also called the 
Owyhee Uplands Back Country 
Byway, wends its way 105 mostly 
dirt miles from Jordan Valley to 
Grand View through some of the 
most remote, historic and scenic 
high desert country in Idaho. 

Almost 50 OCHS members 
and guests met in Jordan Valley 
and stopped several places for 
historical and geological talks. 

A most scenic and interesting 
stop for the usual excellent 
potluck lunch was at the Bureau 
of Land Management Mud Flat 
Administrative Site. This was 
originally established as Camp 
Mud Flat, a Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) camp, used in the 
summer months of 1940 and 1941. 
Nick presented information on 
camp life from a camp inspection 
report, which included menus 
of the camp, classes offered, 
and entertainment, in addition 
to the work the CCC members 
accomplished. 

Work completed included 
building of concrete troughs, 
truck trails, stock reservoirs, and 
drift fences, in addition to fi re 
suppression, spring development 

and road work.
The 2009 fi eld trip schedule 

will be mapped out at a meeting 

sometime after the fi rst of the year. 
Suggestions for trip destinations 
are welcome.

Final historical society trip details 
Owyhee CCC projects of  1940s

Members learn about conservation corps
Close to 50 Owyhee County Historical Society members and their 

guests turned out to hear Nick Ihli’s recital of the history of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1940s Owyhee County. Submitted photo

Kate’s Place welcomes 
Hairstylist, Amber Sevy!!

New clients receive $10 off a color service
Existing clients - refer a friend in and each receives 

$10 off service.
Call to make an appointment today!

Amber Sevy 337-6294

The increasing demand for 
power in the West could affect 
what the future landscape of 
northwest Owyhee County looks 
like.

Two proposed projects — one 
for electricity transmission and 
one for the delivery of natural 
gas — will cut swaths through that 
part of the county, impacting both 
public and private land.

Southwest  of  Homedale, 
offi cials from Sunstone Pipeline 
LLC visited landowners late last 
week to discuss survey permission 
on the possible siting of part of an 
underground 585-mile natural gas 
pipeline on their property. 

One landowner who could 
be affected said Sunstone 
representatives told him it would 
be approximately three feet 
underground.

The Sunstone Pipeline project, 
a joint venture of Williams Gas 
Pipeline Co., LLC, TransCanada 
PipeLine USA Ltd., and Sempra 
Pipelines & Storage, would ship up 
to 1.2 billion cubic feet of natural 
per day from Wyoming across 
southern Idaho to customers in the 
West and Northwest, according to 
a information packet distributed 
to property owners whose land is 
being eyed for right-of-way.

A letter from Sunstone’s James 
Goudreau to property owners 
stated that the project will undergo 
“a rigorous permitting and 
environmental review process” 
before construction, which is set 
to begin in July 2010. Goudreau’s 
letter also said that the pipeline 
could be in service as early as 
mid-2011.

Sunstone said once the list 
of proposed landowners is 
narrowed after the surveying 
process,  the company will 
contact those on the short list and 
discuss compensation to develop 
easements. A frequently-asked-
questions section on the project 
Web site, www.sunstonepipeline.
com, stated that more than one 
pipeline can be sited on and often 
more than one company can 
utilize rights-of-way.

Civil  and archaeological 
surveys are planned, according 
to  Sunstone’s  informat ion 
packet. Wetlands and wildlife 
habitat also will be mapped, and 

other environmental surveys of 
vegetation, wildlife habitat and 
streams also may be needed, 
Sunstone said.

The company also stressed in 
its information that survey work 
“generally causes little or no 
disruption to landowners”.

T h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d 
Management recently announced 
the completion of the scoping 
report for the Gateway West 
Transmission Line Project. The 
report outlines a plan for nearly 
1,000 miles of high voltage 
transmission lines stretching from 
southern Wyoming to southern 
Idaho and is the first step in 
developing a draft environmental 
impact study (DEIS).

The project, a joint effort 
between Idaho Power and Rocky 
Mountain Power, requires right-
of-way grants on public land 
administered by the BLM and 
the U.S. Forest Service. It will 
connect Idaho Power’s proposed 
Hemingway substation in Owyhee 
County with a substation proposed 
near Glenrock, Wyo.

While the public comment 
period on the scoping report has 
closed, the public can review the 
document online at www.wy.blm.
gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west, 
and submit questions through 
that Web site or by e-mailing 
Gateway_West_WYMai l@
blm.gov. BLM Wyoming also 
said in a press release that the 
public can stay involved in the 
process by writing Bureau of 
Land Management, Gateway 
West Project, P.O. Box 20879, 
Cheyenne, WY 82003.

A 60-day public comment 
period will be open again after 
the release of DEIS next spring. 
Public hearings also are planned 
at that time.

Utility rights-of-way 
could affect Owyhee 
land in coming years

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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The 2008-09 school year’s fi rst 
distinguished employee of the 
month was honored during Sep-
tember’s Homedale School Dis-
trict board of trustees meeting.

Tammy Glaser, who has taught 
at Homedale Elementary for sev-
en years, was presented a plaque 
by school board chair Kurt Shan-
ley after elementary principal 
Yvonne Ihli gave a nom-
ination presentation.

“Her teammates write, 
‘Tammy is a team play-
er,’ ” Ihli said in her re-
marks to the board, quot-
ing Glaser’s grade level 
team. “ ‘She is willing 
to put in the extra time 
and stay late to plan with 
others. She is always an 
advocate for her stu-
dents and wants to do whatever it 
takes for each student to be suc-
cessful.’

“ ‘She’s a go-getter.’ ”
A f i rs t -grade  teacher  a t 

Homedale, Glaser has taught 
primary education for 17 years, 
and Ihli said she has taught at 
Homedale longer than any of her 
other stops. 

Ihli said Glaser has taught all 
different combinations of first 
through third grades.

“She is full of energy and 
can be seen continually moving 

around the room monitoring kids’ 
progress when she is not in front 
of the room teaching,” Ihli said.

Other developments from the 
recent school board meeting in-
cluded a report from Homedale 
Middle School principal Luci 
Asumendi-Mereness that her 
campus now offers advanced 
classes such as Pre-Algebra for 

sixth-graders, Algebra 1 
for seventh- and eighth-
graders, and Accelerated 
English in which sev-
enth-graders follow an 
eighth-grade level cur-
riculum.

Asumendi-Mereness 
also reported that there 
are three advanced class-
es to prepare eighth-
graders for high school 

courses, including Pre-AP (ad-
vanced placement) English, Ad-
vanced Science and Pre-Engi-
neering.

Homedale School District su-
perintendent Tim Rosandick told 
trustees that after three years, the 
open-enrollment policy continues 
to show dividends.

He said a 19.7 percent jump 
in the number of out-of-district 
students enrolled in the school 
for 2008-09 has been helpful in 
maintain revenue amid falling 
enrollment.

“Many of these students are 
solid students with supportive 
parents,” Rosandick wrote in his 
monthly meeting synopsis. “The 
‘opening of the district’ that oc-
curred with a policy change three 
years ago has helped abate a trend 
of declining enrollment.”

There are 103 out-of-district 
students in Homedale schools 
this year, only fi ve fewer than the 
1994-95 numbers, Rosandick re-
ported. This year’s non-resident 
students hail from several out-
side districts, including 14 per-
cent from Marsing and a 54 per-
cent majority from Wilder. Other 
districts represented include Val-
livue (16 percent) and Nampa 
(seven percent).

The superintendent said the 
state funding infl ux that has ac-
companied the students allows 
the school district to maintain 
programs.

“Every classroom of students 
translates into about $95,000 in 
funding to the district,” he wrote, 
adding that each classroom en-
compasses between 25 and 30 
students.

In personnel news, the school 
board approved the appointment 
of Johnny Lane and Nathan En-
dicott as middle school football 
coaches. Linda Miklancic was 
named HMS Academic Bowl ad-
visor.

The next board meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Oct. 13 at the dis-
trict offi ce, 116 E. Owyhee Ave.

School trustees honor 
employee of  the month

Superintendent: Schools see benefi t 
of  open-enrollment policy

Tammy Glaser

Paid for by Crandall for Sheriff, Merleen Johns, Political Treasurer.  
D92559

Vote 
Nov. 4th

Vote
DarylDaryl

CRANDALL

Currently teaching Criminal Justice 
classes at a major Idaho University

*Community *Cooperation *Communication

Republican Candidate for 
Owyhee County Sheriff

DEALER IMPRINT AREA

Legendary ride and handling. The fastest-responding, true all-wheel drive. 
Active Descent Control and engine braking now standard. You could argue that 
the 2008 Sportsman gives you the confi dence to do more than you ever thought 
possible. But, then again, half the fun is fi nding out. 

Find out more at polarisindustries.com.

“I DON’T KNOW WHAT’S AROUND THE NEXT CORNER, BUT    

         I KNOW THAT MY SPORTSMAN CAN HANDLE IT.”

DEALER IMPRINT AREA

5604 Cleveland Blvd. 
Caldwell, ID 454-8508

The I.O.N. Heritage Museum in 
Jordan Valley will be open regular 
hours during the next month for a 
quilt show.

The museum, which 502 Swish-
er Ave., next to the Pelota court, 
usually is open for private tours 
and by appointment. However, 
until Oct. 27, the museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thurs-
day through Saturday and from 1 

p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. A quilt 
show will be held until Oct. 27. 

Spokesperson Adele Payden 
said old and new quilts and quilts 
loaned to the museum from private 
collections will be displayed.

A wool blanket made by Pilar 
Elorriaga Tucker also will be avail-
able in a raffl e. Tickets are $1 each 
or six for $5. Tucker is the sister 
of former US Bank chief execu-
tive and Jordan Valley native John 
Elorriaga, who donated his fami-
ly’s home for the museum. Tucker 
also used to own Pilar’s Hair Sa-
lon in Jordan Valley, and Payden 
said that much of the antiques and 
memorabilia in the museum can be 

traced to Tucker’s business as well 
as her private collection.

“She was talented not only mu-
sically, but was an artist, sewed, 
crocheted, needlepoint, embroi-
dery, did all sorts of handcrafts, 
wrote poetry, canned, quite the 
cook, held dances once a week,” 
Payden wrote in an e-mail.

The museum also needs vol-
unteers. For information on the 
show, raffl e or to volunteer, call 
Payden at (541) 586-2818, cura-
tor Joanne Cunningham at (541) 
586-2984 or the museum at (541) 
586-2100. More information on 
the museum is available online at 
www.cityofjordanvalley.com.

ION museum presents quilt show

Anthony Hofer of Boise was 
involved in a one-car accident 
Sunday morning, called in at 
8:11 a.m., near the intersection of 
Idaho highway 78 and River Road 
in Grand View.

Hofer, who reportedly fell 
asleep, ran off the left side of 
the road in his Toyota pickup, 
dropped into an irrigation canal, 
and, after traveling better than 200 
feet, struck the culvert running 
under a driveway and fl ipped the 
truck back out of the ditch and 
into a yard. 

Responders reported him as 
non-responsive initially, and 
bloodied from a split lower lip. 
Air St. Luke’s was called, but was 
cancelled en route. 

Grand View Ambulance took 
Hofer to Saint Alphonsus Regional 
Medical Center in Boise. St. Al’s 
offi cials didn’t return phone calls 
Monday seeking an update on 
Hofer’s condition.

An Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Office official said no citation 
was issued in connection with 
the accident.

One-car accident puts 
Boise man in St. Al’s

by Erica Smith, reporter
The Melba FFA Chapter 

Traveled to Columbia High 
School in Nampa on Sept. 8 to 
attend the Boise Valley District 
Leadership Workshops. 

The Boise Valley Leadership 
Workshops are open to FFA 
chapters within the Boise Valley. 

These leadership workshops 
help FFA members come to a 
better understanding about the 
FFA organization, and all the 
opportunities within it. 

Along with the leadership 
workshops, there was also a 
barbeque, which sponsored by the 
donations we receive.  

This year from the Melba FFA 
Chapter, there were 18 attending 
members at the workshops. In 
total from the local valley, there 
was an attendance of 175 FFA 
members.  

Melba FFA news

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche
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HOMEDALE, ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

MAIN STREET 
OVERSTOCKS

GOING 
OUT OF 

BUSINESS

Closing October 11th
Clearance on New Women’s
Clothing • Shoes • Jewelry

All Toys on Clearance

REEL TIME VIDEO
Rent 2 New Releases & get a 

FREE 2 liter pop with this coupon

MORE HITS - MORE COPIES - MORE VALUE
16 E. Idaho Ave. - Homedale, Idaho 337-6199

Video - DVD - Rentals - Sales - Disk Repair

Expires 10-01-08 Fall Into Savings
October is Energy Awareness Month. Celebrate by taking 
advantage of Idaho Power’s cash incentives and smart 
ideas to put money back in your pocket. 

 
 or for the purchase of energy efficient heating 
 and cooling equipment. 

® 
 qualified refrigerators, clothes washers, ceiling 
 fans with lights or light fixtures. 

 
 A/C Cool Credit. Help lower electricity 

 
 during the summer months. 

For more information on cash incentives and 
energy efficiency programs for your home, 
visit www.idahopower.com/energycenter. 

4523 Cleveland Blvd. 
Caldwell

454-8626

SNOTEL report, Owyhee County sensors

 Snow  Snow     Year-to-date Previous day’s temperature
             Equiv. Depth Precip. Max Min Avg
                     (measured in inches)   (measured in Fahrenheit)
Mud Flat
09/16  0.0  0.0  16.3  84.2  39.1  62.1
09/17  0.1  1.7  16.2  86.8  45.4  66.4
09/18  0.1  1.1  16.3  79.9  47.1  65.4
09/19  0.1  1.1  16.3  81.7  48.8  66.1
09/20  0.2  1.1  16.3  80.2  52.5  63.2
09/21  0.2  1.8  16.4  63.5  46.5  53.3
09/22  0.2  2.1  16.4  60.3  38.6  48.8
Reynolds Creek
09/16  0.0  0.0  18.1  76.7  53.7  65.5
09/17  0.1  0.1  18.1  78.5  54.6  66.0
09/18  0.1  0.1  18.0  78.4  57.4  67.9
09/19  0.0  -0.3  18.1  77.6  58.8  67.6
09/20  0.1  0.3  18.2  77.2  53.2  64.4
09/21  0.0  0.1  19.1  57.3  42.5  48.0
09/22  0.0  0.0  19.1  53.3  39.8  45.4
South Mountain
09/16  0.0  0.0  34.3  77.6  55.5  64.6
09/17  0.1  -0.6  34.3  78.9  58.5  66.4
09/18  0.2  -0.3  34.3  71.7  56.4  63.3
09/19  0.1  -0.6  34.3  76.5  55.6  63.8
09/20  0.2  -0.1  34.5  72.6  48.4  61.4
09/21  0.2  0.0  35.0  53.0  41.5  45.8
09/22  0.2  0.0  34.9  53.1  39.2  43.9

Water report
  The Bureau of Reclamation Web site showed that, as of Mon-
day morning, Owyhee Reservoir was an “unknown” percent 
full and that water was fl owing in the Owyhee River above the 
reservoir at Rome, Ore., at a rate of 118 cubic feet per second. 
Water is fl owing out at Nyssa, Ore. at a rate of 212 cubic feet 
per second. The reservoir held an unknown number acre-feet 
of water due to a sensor issue. The following statistics were 
gathered from the National Resources Conservation Service 
Web site at 8:30 a.m. Monday (Year-to-date precipitation is 
measured from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Weather
 H L Prec.
Sept. 16 92 40 .00
Sept. 17 93 41 .00
Sept. 18 90 41 .00
Sept. 19 94 49 .00
Sept. 20 no reading taken
Sept. 21 no reading taken
Sept. 22 92 46 .87

A batch of local students 
recently graduated from Eastern 
Oregon University in La Grande, 
Ore., as part of the 2007-08 
academic year.

Most of the students were 
among the 618 graduates who 
completed bachelor’s degrees 
during the summer term (another 
76 earned master’s degrees):

Homedale — Michelle Eby, 
Bachelor’s of Science (B.S.) 
in Multidisciplinary Studies; 

Michael Eby, B.S. in Business 
Administration; and Jessica 
Ulrich, B.S. in Physical Activity 
and Health

Caldwell — Brian Cuddeback, 
a n  H H S  g r a d u a t e ,  B . S . 
Multidisciplinary Studies; Andrew 
Endicott, an HHS graduate, B.S. 
in Multidisciplinary Studies; Katie 
Wilson, B.S. Multidisciplinary 

Studies ;  Nicole  Adamson, 
Master’s in Teacher Education; 
Andrea Jakubowski, B.S. Physical 
Activity and Health; and Mark 
Schimmels, B.S. in Business 
Administration

EOU spokesperson said the 
Caldwell-based students requested 
their achievements be published 
in The Owyhee Avalanche. 

Local students earn EOU degrees

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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Marsing, Idaho
9/24/08 thru 9/30/08

Taco Bell Taco &
Fajita Seasoning
1.25-1.4 oz.

Western Family
Light Soft Spread
48 oz.

12pk 12oz Cans

Bar-S 3 lb.

Sausage

Beef Stew Meat
Deli

Burritos

Western Family 8 oz.

Shredded Cheese
Western Family 5 oz.

Burritos
Better Buy 10.23 oz.

Cheese

2 Liter Bottle
Pepsi Products

Western Family 28 oz.
Baked Beans

18pk Cans 20pk Bottles
Coors Beer

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. - Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Western Family
Hot Cocoa
10 ct.

Hunt’s Ketchup
24 oz.

Alpo
Dog Food
13-13.2 oz.

Lay’s 
Potato Chips
11-12 oz.

Green Peppers

McCormick 
Grillmates Seasoning
Asst’d .71-1.06 oz.

Extra Large

Roma Tomatoes

Local Peaches

Large

Avocados

Cauliflower
Local

Gala Apples

Stouffer’s
Frozen Entrees
Asst’d 

Western Family
Milk - 2%, 1%, Skim
Gallon

15 oz.

Starbucks
Double Shot Energy 
Drink 15 oz.

6 Pack Cans
Shasta Soda

La Victoria
Enchilada Sauce
19 oz.

3 $1for

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Roast

Taco Bell
Refried Beans
16 oz. 

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Steak

Gold-n-Plump Chicken

Drums or Thighs

ALL 2x Liquid
Laundry Detergent
50 oz.

Western Family 
Beef Jerky 
4 oz.

Rice-A-Roni
& Pasta Roni 

ea.59¢

Boneles Beef

Top Sirloin Steak

Kellogg’s
Special K Cereal
12 oz.

$149
ea.

$1359
ea.

ea.
$329

ea. 49¢

Western Family 
Cottage Cheese
24 oz.

$289
lb. 

Lean Cuisine 
Frozen Entrees
Asst’d  

Western Family 
Premium Ice Cream
56 oz. 

Western Family 

Mayonnaise

ea.
$199

Idaho 

Green Beans

2 $1for

Stagg Chili

ea.
$359

24pk 12oz Cans

$419
ea.

ea.
$549

$219
ea.

2 $3for

McCormick 
Mexican Seasoning
Asst’d  

ea.
$289

Fresh Picked

Local Apples

ea.
$149

Snake River Mart

32 oz.

Pepsi
Products

ea.
$159

ea.
$129

ea.
$199

Acorn, Spaghetti & 
Butternut Squash

$139
ea.

ea.
$369

1/2 Bushel 

79¢
lb.

69¢
lb.

$159
ea.

American Beauty
Pasta
24 oz. ea.

$159

ea.

$259
ea.

$149

Tailgate Sale

$139
ea.

ea.
$279

4 $9for

ea.69¢

ea.
$349

Keystone
Beer

 

Kraft 
Salad Dressing
16 oz. 

Hot, Croissant &  
Lean Pockets
Asst’d  

ea.
$289

ea.
$289

ea.69¢

ea.89¢

Prego
Pasta Sauce
26 oz. ea.

$219

ea.
$319

56 oz.

50 lb. Jumbo

Red or Yellow 
Onions

ea. 99¢

2 $1for

79¢
lb.

99¢
lb.

lb.

$259

lb.

$359

lb.

$249

for
$92

lb.

$139

ea.

$1099
lb.69¢

for
$123 ea.

$1049

ea.

$899


